THE  REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
party who was desirous to rebuild to undertake the work for all
and then to enjoy it until the remainder had satisfied him for
their proportion of the cost with interest at six per cent per
annum for the intervening time. If at the end of two years they
had failed to do so, the rebuilder might buy them out at a
reasonable valuation. All differences concerning the value of
the work, or of the interests of those refusing to pay for it, were
to be settled by the method used for intermingled houses,1
By these means every conceivable dispute was provided with
a quick and an easy method for its settlement. They were not,
however, ways which could be applied to those in which the
City was itself concerned either by estate or by title. These had
to receive special treatment. The principle of speed was pre-
served, but the jurisdiction was transferred, again without
appeal, to the Judges of the Fire Court.2 For this, and for
other matters for which the City machinery was not suitable,
the Court's powers were enlarged to provide still more means
for the facilitation of rebuilding. It was authorized to hear
cases in which one of the parties could not be found/ to grant
rebuilding leases where an estate lay in an infant or its trustees,4
and to treat as though they were Fire cases disputes about
houses burnt within the city during the three years preceding
the actual Fire, or demolished to safeguard the Tower against
the spreading flames,6 Other clauses strengthened the binding
power of its decrees6 and remedied anomalies in its position.7
Even so there remained points at which legislation could smooth
the way to rebuilding, and the Act went on to indemnify buil-
ders against secret charges and encumbrances on their sites,
and to cover the loss of title deeds. The former, if pre-Fire,
were valid only to the amount that the unbuilt site would
satisfy:8 for the latter it was provided that a lease from a
reputed owner who had been in lawful possession for at least
1 Second Act, s. 4.            * Ibid., s. 68.          3 Ibid., s. 22.
4 Ibid., s. 25.                    s Ibid., ss. 31, 73.
8 Ibid., ss. 23, 26-8.          ? ibid., ss. 21, 29.
* Ibid,, s. 44. The proviso did not apply if they had been contracted by the then
ouster, or others interested therein.
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